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President Obama announced a major step forward for America’s young immigrants—
“Dreamers”—in the White House Rose Garden today: 

“These are young people who study in our schools, they play in our neighborhoods, they’re 
friends with our kids, they pledge allegiance to our flag. They are Americans in their heart, in 
their minds, in every single way but one: on paper. They were brought to this country by their 
parents—sometimes even as infants—and often have no idea that they’re undocumented until 
they apply for a job or a driver’s license, or a college scholarship.  

“Put yourself in their shoes. Imagine you’ve done everything right your entire life—studied hard, 
worked hard, maybe even graduated at the top of your class—only to suddenly face the threat of 
deportation to a country that you know nothing about, with a language that you may not even 
speak. 

“In the absence of any immigration action from Congress to fix our broken immigration system, 
what we’ve tried to do is focus our immigration enforcement resources in the right places. So we 
prioritized border security, putting more boots on the southern border than at any time in our 
history—today, there are fewer illegal crossings than at any time in the past 40 years. We 
focused and used discretion about whom to prosecute, focusing on criminals who endanger our 
communities rather than students who are earning their education. And today, deportation of 
criminals is up 80 percent. We've improved on that discretion carefully and thoughtfully. Well, 
today, we're improving it again. 

“Effective immediately, the Department of Homeland Security is taking steps to lift the shadow 
of deportation from these young people. Over the next few months, eligible individuals who do 
not present a risk to national security or public safety will be able to request temporary relief 
from deportation proceedings and apply for work authorization.” 

 


