Coronavirus and Immigration Detention

Amid an ongoing global pandemic caused by the novel coronavirus, COVID-19, Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) can and should immediately release all people from custody.
Public health experts agree that the best way to prevent the spread of COVID-19 is to promote
good hygiene with proper and frequent hand washing, and to practice social distancing. People
locked up in immigration detention are extremely vulnerable to the spread of infectious disease

due to restrictions on their freedom of movement, deteriorating health while in detention,
physical proximity to others who may be infected, and ICE’s track record of inadequate medical
care and access to sanitation supplies. ICE must immediately release all detained immigrants
to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Risk of a Public Health Emergency
People in immigration detention face an egregious lack of basic necessities to maintain their

physical and mental health under normal circumstances. Based on countless reports from
advocates as well as the Department of Homeland Security’s Office of Inspector General (OIG),
ICE fails to provide adequate hygienic products critical to halting the spread of illness. OIG

inspectors have reported that bathrooms at the Stewart Detention Center in Georgia lacked hot
water and individuals at both Stewart and the Hudson County Jail in New Jersey were not
provided with adequate supplies of toilet paper, soap, shampoo, and toothpaste.

ICE also serves food that is often moldy or expired, creating conditions for deteriorating health

and immune function. At the Essex County Correctional Facility in New Jersey, inspectors found
slimy and foul smelling lunch meat and moldy bread in kitchen refrigerators. Similarly at the
Adelanto ICE Processing Center, inspectors found spoiled chicken and expired food. Coupled
with a callous disregard for the health of detained immigrants when they seek medical attention,
these conditions exacerbate the potential of the rapid spread of COVID-19 in ICE facilities.

Troubling Record of Medical Neglect and Deaths
ICE has proven time and again that it is unable and unwilling to adequately care for people in
need of medical attention. Recent investigations into deaths in immigration detention, Code Red:

The Fatal Consequences of Dangerously Substandard Medical Care in Immigration Detention,
Fatal Neglect: How ICE Ignores Deaths in Detention and Systemic Indifference: Dangerous and

Substandard Medical Care in US Immigration Detention, have found that inadequate medical
care has contributed to numerous deaths and that ICE lacks urgency and transparency when
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reporting deaths in its custody. This negligence has led to 203 deaths since 2003. Under the

Trump administration we have seen a troubling spike in the number of reported deaths of
immigrants in ICE custody. As of March 13, 2020, 8 people have lost their lives in ICE custody
in fiscal year 2020, the same number of lives lost the entire previous fiscal year. In April of
2019 a 54-year-old man died in his ICE cell in Arizona due to complications from the flu.
Another man died from symptoms of liver cirrhosis after repeatedly informing ICE of his
conditions and pleading for medical care.

ICE has repeatedly shown to be incapable of adequately responding to outbreaks of contagious
diseases and providing the proper care for people in custody. Outbreaks of mumps, scabies, and

other highly contagious diseases have been documented to spread aggressively in detention
facilities. In October 2018, the Texas Department of State Health Services reported five
confirmed cases of mumps among immigrants transferred between two ICE detention centers.
By August 2019, there were 898 reports of mumps cases in 57 facilities. According to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) report, 84% of patients were exposed while

in custody. This rapid spread of mumps within ICE custody foretells what could happen when
people inside ICE custody are exposed to COVID-19.

DWN calls on ICE to take the following action:
1. Release all people currently detained in ICE custody
2. Cease all local enforcement operations
3. Eliminate ICE check-ins and mandatory court appearances

How you can get involved:

e (all on your local officials to release people detained at the detention center or county
jail near you immediately.

e Demand that the ICE Field Office Director overseeing your region use their discretion to
release all people in ICE custody immediately.

e Demand your Member of Congress call for significant cuts in funding to ICE and instead
redirect critical resources to supporting health care workers and public health efforts in
caring for and preventing the spread of coronavirus.

For more information contact Setareh Ghandehari at sghandehari(@detentionwatchnetwork.org
and go to Detention Watch Network.



https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/immigration/24-immigrants-have-died-ice-custody-during-trump-administration-n1015291
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/06/20/code-red/fatal-consequences-dangerously-substandard-medical-care-immigration
https://www.hrw.org/report/2018/06/20/code-red/fatal-consequences-dangerously-substandard-medical-care-immigration
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/pdfs/mm6834a4-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/pdfs/mm6834a4-H.pdf
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/25-people-quarantined-at-aurora-ice-detention-facility-due-to-scabies-outbreak
https://www.cnn.com/2019/06/14/politics/mumps-chicken-pox-quarantine-ice/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/pdfs/mm6834a4-H.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/68/wr/pdfs/mm6834a4-H.pdf
mailto:sghandehari@detentionwatchnetwork.org
https://www.detentionwatchnetwork.org/

Coronavirus y La Detencion de Inmigrantes

En torno a la presente pandemia causada por el nuevo coronavirus, COVID-19, el departamento
de inmigracion y aduanas (ICE, por sus siglas en inglés) puede y debe liberar a todas las
personas bajo su custodia. Expertos de salud publica han dejado claro que la mejor manera de
prevenir la dispersion del COVID-19 es practicar buena higiene con frecuente y adecuado lavado
de manos, y al practicar distanciamiento social. Las personas detenidas en centros de detencion
de inmigracion son extremadamente vulnerables a la transmision de enfermedades contagiosas

debido a la privacion de libertad, deterioracion de salud en detencion, proximidad fisica a otrxs
posiblemente infectadxs y la trayectoria de ICE sobre su cuidado médico inadecuado y falta de
acceso a suministros de higiene. ICE debe liberar a todxs Ixs inmigrantes detenidxs para
proteger su salud y prevenir la dispersion de COVID-19.

Riesgo de una emergencia de salud publica
Las personas detenidas se enfrentan a una_falta de necesidades bésicas atroz para mantener su

salud fisica y mental en circunstancias normales. Basada en numerosos reportes de defensores al
igual que de la oficina del inspector general del departamento de seguridad nacional (OIG), ICE
falla en proveer suministros de higiene adecuados que son criticos para detener la propagacion de

enfermedades. Inspectores del OIG han reportado que los bafios del centro de detencion Stewart
en Georgia carecen de agua caliente e individuos en ambos Stewart y la carcel del condado
Hudson en Nueva Jersey no se les provee suficientes suministros de papel higiénico, jabon,
champu y pasta dental.

ICE también proporciona alimentos a menudo enmohecidos y caducados, creando condiciones

que deterioran las funciones inmunes y de salud. En la cércel del condado Essex en Nueva
Jersey, inspectores encontraron embutidos limosos y de mal olor y pan mohoso en las
refrigeradoras de la cocina. Similarmente en el centro de detencion de Adelanto, inspectores
encontraron pollo descompuesto y comida caducada. Junto con la sobrepoblacion y un desprecio
insensible por la salud de personas detenidas pidiendo cuidado médico, estas condiciones
exacerban el potencial de una répida propagacion del COVID-19 dentro de las instalaciones de
ICE.

Historial problematico de negligencia médica y muertes en detencion

ICE ha demostrado en repetidas ocasiones ser incapaces ni dispuestos a responder
adecuadamente a personas en necesidad de atencion médica. Investigaciones recientes a las
muertes ocurridas en centros de detencion, Codigo Rojo: Consecuencias fatales de cuidado
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médico deficiente en centros de detencidn (en inglés), Negligencia Mortal: ICE pasa por alto las

muertes en el sistema de detencidn, e Indiferencia Sistematica: Cuidado médico deficiente v

peligroso en detencidon de inmigrantes estadounidense (en inglés), han encontrado que el cuidado

médico no adecuado ha contribuido a las numerosas muertes y que ICE carece la urgencia 'y
transparencia al reportar muertes bajo su custodia. Su negligencia ha conducido a 203 muertes
desde 2003. Bajo la administracion Trump, hemos visto un aumento preocupante en el numero
de muertes reportadas de inmigrantes bajo custodia de ICE. A partir del 13 de marzo de 2020,
ocho personas han perdido la vida bajo custodia de ICE en el afio fiscal 2020, la misma cantidad
de vidas perdidas durante el afio fiscal anterior. En abril de 2019, un hombre de 54 anos murio en
una celda de ICE en Arizona debido a complicaciones del flu. Otro hombre murio de sintomas de
cirrhosis en el higado después de repetidamente informando a ICE sobre sus condiciones y
suplicando cuidado médico.

ICE repetidamente ha demostrado ser incapaces de responder adecuadamente a brotes de
enfermedades contagiosas y de proveer cuidado debido a personas en custodia. Brotes de
paperas, sarna y otras enfermedades altamente contagiosas se han propagado agresivamente en
los centros de detencion. En Octubre 2018, el departamento estatal de servicios de salud de
Texas reportaron cinco casos confirmados de paperas entre personas transferidas entre dos
centros de detencion. En agosto 2019, habia 898 casos de paperas reportados en 57 centros.
Segtin el reporte del centro de control de enfermedades (CDC), 84% de pacientes fueron

expuestos bajo custodia. Esta dispersion rapida de paperas bajo custodia de ICE predice lo que
puede pasar con las personas bajo custodia de ICE expuestas al COVID-19.

DWN hace el llamado para que ICE tome las siguientes acciones:
1. Liberen a todas las personas actualmente detenidas bajo la custodia de ICE
2. Pongan fin a todas sus operaciones locales
3. Eliminen los check-ins de ICE y comparecencias de corte obligatorias

Como se puede involucrar:

e Haga el llamado a sus oficiales locales para que liberen inmediatamente a las personas
detenidas en el centro de detencion o carcel de condado cerca de usted.

e Exija que el director de oficina de campo de ICE que supervisa su region use su
discrecion para liberar a todas las personas bajo custodia de ICE de inmediato.

e Exija a su congresista que solicite recortes significativos en los fondos para ICE y, en su
lugar, dirija los recursos criticos para apoyar a los trabajadores de la salud y los esfuerzos
de salud publica para cuidar y prevenir la propagacion del coronavirus.

Para mas informacion contacte a Setareh Ghandehari al
sghandehari(@detentionwatchnetwork.org o visite a www.detentionwatchnetwork.org
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